
VEEN, ELVIRA “ELKIE” 

 

Birth 

 

 March 3, 1948 at Sheldon,  

O’Brien Co., Iowa 
 

Death 

 

 July 27, 2017 at Cumming,  
Warren Co., Iowa 

 

Cause of Death 

 
 Pancreatic cancer 

 

Cemetery Lot 

 
 Row 7, Space 1 in the New Addition 

 

Maiden Name 

 
 Koerselman 

 

 

Father 
 

 Gerritt “Gary”  Koerselman 

 

Mother 
 

 Edith Marie Paulson 

 

Marriage 
 

 Elvira “Elkie” Koerselman to Galen Veen on June 6, 1970  

 

Obituary 
 

 [The Des Moines Register, Saturday, July 29, 2017, Page 12A] 

 [The Des Moines Register, Sunday, July 30, 2017, Page 18A] 

 
Elvira “Elkie” Veen 

Cumming 

 

 Elkie Veen, 69, of Cumming, died peacefully surrounded by her family July 27, 2017. 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/181874861


 Elkie worked as a nurse with Iowa Lutheran and occasionally for Methodist West 

Hospitals for over 39 years. 
 She is survived by her husband, Galen; two children, Misty (Frank) Reznik and Cory 

(Tiffani) Veen; a sister, Edie (Mike) Finck; a sister-in-law, Dee (Gene) Eilers; five 

grandchildren, Hannah, Halie, Noah, Ella and Leah; and a host of nieces, nephews and good 

friends. 
 Visitation 5 to 7 p.m. Monday, July 31st at O’Leary Funeral Services in Norwalk.  

Memorial services 11 a. m. Tuesday, August 1st at the Norwalk United Methodist Church.  To 

read Elkie’s life story and send a condolence and flowers visit www.olearyfunerals.com or call 

(515) 981-0700. 
 

 During my 69 years, there were no banner headlines, but my recognition came in many 

ways.  I spent most of my life loving my family and making a difference in the lives of others by 

being a dedicated nurse for 43 years. 
 I was born on March 3rd, 1948 to Gary and Edith Koerselman in Sheldon, Iowa.  I was 

brought up in a devout Christian home and can never remember a time I did not love the Lord. 

 I attended the Sheldon Public School and graduated from high school in 1966.  In school 

I sang in the choir, was a National Honor Society member, catcher for the softball team and 
active in my church and Girl Scouts.  I was employed as an aide at the local hospital and a car 

hop at A&W Drive In. 

 After graduation I attended Iowa Methodist School of Nursing in Des Moines.  Following 

graduation, I was employed at Iowa Lutheran Hospital for 39 years.  For 12 years I worked 
medical-surgical floors and then spent the rest of my time in the maternity center. 

 In 2009 I had the honor of employment at Methodist West Maternity and floated to 

Methodist Medical Center and Iowa Lutheran Hospital. 

 In high school I met Galen Veen on a boat ride at Arnolds Park, while we were attending 
bible camp.  We became sweethearts and married June 6th, 1970.  He is the love of my life, best 

friend and hero.  God blessed our marriage with two wonderful children.  Misty Dawn in 

December of 1975, followed by Cory John in June of 1983. 

 My greatest joy in life was my loving husband, cherished family, relatives and friends 
that the Lord blessed me with.  I enjoyed writing poetry, reading books, and spending time at our 

lake home. 

 I went to meet my heavenly Father on Thursday July 27, 2017 surrounded by loved ones 

after battling pancreatic cancer.  Preceding me in death were my parents. 
 I leave a devoted husband, Galen; two children and their spouses, Misty and Frank 

Reznik and Cory and Tiffani Veen; five grandchildren, Hannah, Halie, and Noah Reznik, Ella 

and Leah Veen; my sister Edie, her husband Mike and two children Kristle and Ethan; a sister-

in-law and her husband Gene and Dee Eilers and their children and families; Tana and Darryl 
Harlan and Kyle and Staci Eilers; and many close friends and relatives.  I know someday we will 

all be reunited in heaven. 

 The greatest gift you can give to me is to live your life fully in my place, always trusting 

in the Lord. 
O’Leary 

Celebration of Life Center 

Norwalk, Iowa 

 

http://www.olearyfunerals.com/

