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Herbert Blum, 94 ^ ^ 
July 3,1916-Jan. 16, 2011 

WESTPHALIA — Herbert Mi­
chael Blum was born on July 3, 1916 
to Peter and Hulda (Book) Blum in 
Westphalia. He was baptized and 
confirmed at St. Boniface Catholic 
Church in Westphalia and attended 
country school and St. Boniface Cath­
olic School. He left school to work on 
the family farm. 

April 10, 1939, Herb was united 
in marriage to Marie Wingert at St. 
Mary's Catholic Church in Panama. 
Three children were born to this union: 
Leslie "Les", Keith, and Kathy, In ad­
dition to his farming career, Herbert 
drove a truck and dairy farmed near 
Westphalia. His hobby was working 
and teaching his kids to work. He re­
tired in November of 1978. Herbert and Marie spent twenty-eight winters in 
Arizona where they enjoyed mountain climbing and swimming. Herb stayed 
on the farm after his retirement until moving to Elm Crest Retirement Center in 
October of 2006. It was at Elm Crest that Herbert died on Sunday, January 16, 
2011, having attained the age of ninety-four years, sixth months, and thirteen 
days. 

Herb was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Marie in August of 
2009, sisters Antilia Wingert, Esther Blum and Verdella Blum, and brother Al­
bert Blum. He is survived by his children: Les Blum and his wife Janet of Har­
lan, Keith Blum and his wife Kathy of Waterloo, and Kathy and her husband 
Tom Mayer of Appleton, Wl; six grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; sister 
Bernice Rauterkus of Clear Lake, Wl; sisters-
in-law Mildred Blum of Shawano, Wl and Car-
mella Grap of Portsmouth; brother-in-law Tony 
Wingert and his wife Rose of Avoca; other fam­
ily members and friends. 

Rev. John Dorton celebrated the 10:30 
a.m. Mass of Christian Burial at St. Boniface 
Catholic Church on Tuesday, January 18, 
2011. Serving as casket bearers were Jeff 
Steenbock, Trent Tompkins, Matt Rueckert, 
Todd Blum, Brad Blum, and Jacob Blum. In­
terment was held at St. Boniface Cemetery in 
Westphalia. 
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