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Eleanor Benson, 94 /
Aug. 17, 1914 - Oct. 12, 2008
IRWIN - Eleanor Cora Benson, the
daughter of Adolph and Nellie (Hanson) Ol-

Irwin, IA. She attended Irwin and Harlan
(lowa) High Schools, graduating in 1932.
She received her teaching certificate and
taught at the Danway Country School for
several years.

October 14, 1934, Eleanor married Jes-
se Milan Benson at Martin Benson'’s home
in Irwin. The couple farmed east of Irwin for
many years, and Eleanor was a valuable
helper on the farm. She later worked in the
kitchen at the Irwin Community School in Ir-
win, and as a ward clerk at Myrtue Medical
Center in Harlan. After Jesse's death, on February 28, 1968, in Omaha, NE,
Eleanor remained on the farm. In 1970, she moved into lrwin, where she lwed
until 2004. She then moved to the Westridge Apartments in Harlan. Recently,
Eleanor had become a resident of the Manilla Manor in Manilla, I1A. Eleanor
was an active member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in rwin, IA, where she
had served as Sunday School superintenident and was a member of the ladies

groups. She enjoyed quilting and was well-known tor making her wonderful

chicken noodle soup. A dedicated volunteer, Eleanor was awarded the 1989
lowa Governor's Volunteer Award. Eleanor C. Benson died on Sunday, Octo-

ber 12, 2008, at the Manilla Manor in Manilla, 1A, having reached the age of 94 |

years, 1 month, and 25 days.

Eleanor was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Jesse Milan
Benson; two sisters, Bernice Wareberg and Adeline Stolz; and one biother,
LaVerne Olson. She is survived by two sons, Edwin (Connie) Benson of Ir-
win, IA, and Keith Benson of Wayzata, MN; two daughters, Kathryn (Arnie)
Nelson of Wayzata, MN, and Myrna Havick of Harlan, IA; two sisters, Maxine
Browning of Harlan, IA, and Gilma (Don) Bornholdt of Solon Springs, WI; eight
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; and other
relatives and friends.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, October 15, 2008, at St.
Paul's Lutheran Church in Irwin, IA, with Pastor Ron Rasmussen officiating.
Marge Ahrenholtz served as the organist,

and Chelsey Havick was soloist. Casket . 3 o= -
bearers were Glenda Cantrell, Rhonda B UI{MP/IS T bR s
Doyle, Curtis Johnson, Shane Havick, OHANNSEN

.

Lynn Benson, Rodney Johnson, Shawn  _ FUNERAL HOME
Havick, and Lonnie Benson. Burial was 1401 Garfield Ave., Harlan
in the Danway Cemetery in rural Shelby Shelby

County, IA. Condolences may be left on- 755-3177 « 877-755-3177

Ilne at www. burmelstel johannsen. com. www.buimeisterjohannsen.com |




