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It’s time to Hibernate

We always seem to keep things interesting, and with the de-
cision to make the 2nd Saturdays our meeting day during the
bad weather months, we have seen the attendance well re-
ceived. Election of Officers was held, and some roles have
changed. We did not receive our digital newspaper grant, but
continue to investigate ways to get this accomplished.

IGS Region 9 Representative

| have been selected to represent Region 9, for the lowa Ge-
nealogical Society, and am looking forward to visiting other
societies in our area. Sharing what works and finding how
other societies face the same struggles, celebrations and
membership, volunteer and visitor highlights. From growing
with Social Media, to keeping the research real at the court-
house level. ~ Deb Barker, President DCGS

Bloomfield Public Library Genealogy Room Concept
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2016 MEETING DATES

Saturdays 1PM
February 13th
March 12th
April 9th
Thursday 7PM
May 19th
June 16th
July 21st
August 18th
September 15th
October 20th

In This Issue

« Meeting dates have
changed

Patterson Crossing
Cont'd

Membership Dues
Please

Fund The Future




Patterson’s Crossing ~ Cont'd from previous newsletter

crandma Janey Fatterson

out a lesk in 1t and sald, 'How you atnind there nnd cugo nt thot kottle
1iko you did out in the 1 t todayl' 0. Ce dld 1t but this $l-e there vaa
no hoart in his cussin'e I nover did herr him gwear aftor thrte

"I eon't remember much more about Gr-ndma's after vie rmoved to tovmn,
but I do roenll riding out on Saturdny nights in o wagon over Very rough
rondse Ve chlldren would sit in the wagon bed nnd sing ot the tons af our
volces. Wo only ssng 'Ab, ah, ah' to our tunes 20 the jolting of the
vagon would mnko us sound funny. That wos lots of funa

"I alsgo.remomber 0.0 £rlling from 2 cherry treoe once when n Lee stunyg
hime The breath was s0 knocke) out of him I thoupht he wns dendo

“Oh, yes, we rode In sleighs too - with us all tucke under a
Buffalo robe - and bells on the horecese

"I was about five when I atartec to schoel und I hsd to walk a pond
mile to get there., It was on old 1 g cnbln with o blg {ireploce.  The
benchog were made of 1logs sawed in two, flat side up rnd fltted with
sturdy peg-leg8e WO ptoyed in school ench day from eight to four with o
ghort time ocut for lunche The teacher, & man, wouldn't let me go out
one day when I really had the need and I had an "ncoldent'e S0 he told
one of the blgger glrls to tslte me to h:r house nenr by and dry me oute
If she hadn't, my clothes would have drled stiff on me end I'd never have
reached my ovinn homos WhY, 1t was so cold tho milk would frecze on lts
way from the cow to the tucket, nnd riy mother's washing would be frozen

tefore che could get 1t on the lined

- "we elwnys hed to shavo the breolfast ham wilth a draw-imife. The

' fire wns kept going sll night, but the wrodon Yuckst of water beside 1t
vould freeze rnd the 1ce'd pop up in the middle. We hod lce-crenn nll
tha. time and the milk was all f1oe. Vo would wake up in the rorningas vlth
the bed clothes iced whero our brentha nad touchod 'em, and we wnlked to
school in lanes betwecn banks af shovole. snow higher than our hendces
The snow would cover the fences nnd pack so hrrd we could ride right over
theme

"uhe Clvll woar began about that time -nd I rerember WO drov up gldos
1n school and had fights ovor tho lgoues, not even knowlng what 1% was all
dbout. One plde would sing, 1ye?11l hanpg Jeff Davisg to a Sour Apple Trce'
and the other side would slng, 'John Irown's Body lles a Molderlng in the

Gravoe's

My folks wore Northerners., Loule's, who 1lved in the 8armo
vf commanlty and whom we knew well, werc Southcern sympnthlzeroe ny father
V't enlisted and had gervecrl for nine monthas when he woao dlsnkleds 1t neecns
¢ his company wns moving by train vhen 1t wns attocked by the 'prebalst, and,
: . 1n order to eccape the wreckage, he jumped ~nd ruptured himszelf Dadlye.
L mmatharggdingﬁeaﬁ$ertneu%cdlfcrehbaofnbun@ésmilzmthonseha pf thincdillose
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"Pa took a spell of phNeumonila nnd the whole trnin wag held up for a
whlles My mother wasn't very well clther part of the time,

"Because of the scarclty of pgreen feed for the stock our train
separated Into two groups, one goling two or threoc dsoys aheade After
that the Indlana triled several times to stampede the ztock, but never
succeeded In gotting any. An old whilte mare wans belled and the rules
always followed her. So; when Indlrns threatened our men would tear out
looking for her and they always brought the whole herd baclk without
having to fightes At a 8lgn of any real danger a rider was sent to bring

up the other traln.

"Shertly after ra's spell of pneumonia, while the trein was stlll
together, we reached the Platte River, probably whlle we were otill in
Nebrogkae The river was swollen from cloud-burst until it was a mile wide
and - impossible to ford. On the opposlite banlt was a traln of frelight wagons
waiting for the water to go down. I guess we lost rnother ten days there,

"One day a freighter, pulled by abtout twelve oxen, tried to ford the
rivery, The oxen were swept around Ly the current nnd became so tangled
in each other's gear that the driver had to cut them loose from thelr
yokes to save them fro~ drowning., Then the blg wagon loaded with food-stur(:
all tied in under canvas rolled over and started down streame It lodged
onn a sandbar close to our side and our men were able to salvage some of
its frelpghte Boxes and boxes of scaked cracliers were carricd to shore
and we chlldren didn't walt for them to dry but dived in and devoured sll
in slghte Barrels of flour and sugar were in some better condition: they
z0t wet on the outside, forming a crust which left most of the inside
g8tlll usuable. Bacon, potatoes nnd the like weren't damaged dbut ruach of
the coffee nnd tea was lost.

. "After that, ra declded to buy lumber from a mill near by and make ‘a
barge large enough to ferry one wagon at a time if the lumber man would
agree to buy back the barges., He dld and established hls ovn ferry svatem
for future wagons. Thils way our wagons and the familles in them reached
the other bank of the river in safety, but the mules had to swim.

"The rmiles had to be legd acrogs and not s mon volunteered for the
hazardous Job. Pa was sti1ll weal from pneumonia nnd still suffered from
his wor injurles, but he ssid he'd teke them acrogsse Mas felt he'd never
live 1f he got wet In that icy water and Pa, himself, didn't ezxpect to
come out of 1t allve »nd didn't much care, but he mounted the old white
mare wlth the bell nnd rode into the rivere All the way across he
fought mules as the currcent swept them around; szometires they were under
him, sometimes stranded on a sand bar, and other times elnking into
quicksand, but he made 1t across without the loss of n single mule.

"The men on the freighter's side undressed Ya, wrappec hir in
blankets, fllled him with whilskey snd Jamnica ginger, nnd put him to bLed,
Untll many years later, at his last slckneas, 1 never knew him to hnve a
slclk day. :
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we rode on from hen for seveorgl doyBe One night while the wapons wers
peing unhitched, several Indlan:  brpves approached the one owned bY
James Patterson, Loule's brother, /o young man with a young frmilye The
braves aosked for tbilasy cuts' but Lizzle, Jomeb' wife, had no bilscults
or bread nnd offered them crackers. They were insulted, crumbled the crackers
and threw them back into the wegons James plcked up 2 neck-yoke snd hlt one,
knocking him out. nthe braves plcked up the fellow and carried him away
but returned - in a 11ttle while and demanded the man who hit the chief's sonli
Jamea had been hldden 1n one of the wagons by that time and the men refused
to glve him upe The Indians threatened to burn  the whole train, tut little
splt-fire Abe Ramage gave them guch o dressing down they got good nnd

gcared and went awayoe

That nilght the Indlans had a big war donce and we all got €0 tired of
the noise that Pa and about a hnlf dozen other dare-devils went over and

actnally made them calm dovne

For several days after that the savages marched on each slde of the
train threatening all kinds of destructlon 1f James wasn't turned over to
themo They finally left us from fear of our guns, L su.p0OSSe

Once we traveled 2 mountain pass vhere the Indians really conld have
done us a lot of damege ond Grandpa Patterson and Dr. Fulkerson, belng old
men and cautious, warned a1l to be quieb, not Lo speak above 2 ywlaper during
the night we had to camp thero. but the young folks weren'?t afrald of
anything and cut up and. sang all night long. There were some mighty fine
singers in that crowde We never saw those Indians sgiline

After we came out of the pass there was less dnnger becouse of the forts
and soldlers along the route.

. At Fort Bridger therc were many goldlers and vwe were 1nvited to the fort
to dancee Pa sald we'ld go 1f the soldicrs would promlse to treat the women
with due respecth, vhleh they promised of courses Most of the oluer women
stayed 1n camp o take care of us, but Pa and Me went and 21l the other
young people too.  ‘lhe o ldiers sent out the ambulance to hring in thelr
ests - an. ambulance dravm by army mulese Ma sald thet when they drove
up to the gato a goldier looked out with surprise all over his face and sald
"My Gawdl Look at the womenl". As punlshment for his profanlty vefore the
ladies, he had to carrTy O anclk of g-nd aronnd all evening on his baclts Ma
sald she never felt sO SOTrYy for anyonee Afbter dancing theyw ere served A&
dinner. Such & dinnper they hadn't seen the likes of 1in many 9 dey! Food
nad been kind of siclmpy for us for come timo. '

Going through Utah the Mormons gave us more trouble thun the Indlanos
they disgulsed themselves as Indians and tried to run the stock owayo Once
two men in their own clothes, epies, come to the crmp laote at night nd Pa
mde them get off thelr horses, lay thelr guns down, and slt by the compfiire
as his 'guests' 'till daylight when the rest of the crmp woke up. Then he
let them goe

Guess L didn't tell you Pa was Captalin of the troln.



We had trouble among our men too - polltlcal, religious and f-mily.
Even the chlldren got into flights that drew the older ones in. Just the
snme we all had owr fun and good times. We had church and slnging - lots of 1

we saw many Buffalo end antelope but the men never killed btuifnlo. 1L
don't know why not - they did ki1ll many nn antelope. Maybe 1t was Lecause ve
needed the buffalo chlps for our fires! We hndn't nny wood.

One nlght nll who hed legs and could use 'em w lked the desert to
glve the mules a rest from our welghte :

- . We dldn't always have decent drinking water elther, and nothing by this
time to put iIn 1t to mnke 1t taste better. ,

Whenever we'd stop we children would fan out and explore the blg ant hill
that were thrown up all over that Utah countrv. Years before, the traders
had brought beads to t rade to the Indlans-for hldes, food, etcse The Indians
deccrated their clothes with them, Beads, evidently lost, were pgathered by
the ants and we'd find as many ss a cupful at a time 1n these hlllse OFf coure
we had to fight the ants = they weren't the blting kind ~ blg ones thourh ~nd
we scared them offe I collecteu two or three pints of beadse

Near Salt Lake we lald over so the men could work to buy food, ours
being too low for comfort by that time. In fact, were about to starve. I
remember Ma taking two necklaces I had, a blue one and an amber one, along
with all those Indlan beads and trading them to a Mormon for buttermillce
The vwoman we traded with asked me not to tell or the other wives would kill he

.We hadn't had any green vegetables but wild onlons and some kind of wild
lettuce for over two months. Our original food aipply was meant to cover a
three month trlp but, owing to having to forage for mule feed along the Vay,
we wero flve montha reaching California. Why, people travelirr wilth oxen nd
traveling every dsy arrived before we didi

Our food, by the time we reached S-1t Lake, wag down to crnckers and
dried apples nnd mrny werse sicke Cnly one died, however, on the wholes trip -
a babyae

when we got to Carson Clty, Hevada, Uncle Henry met us with three or
four wagon loads of melons, fruit wnd vegetnbles, and tucre was such a
celebration that many of the train never even went to bed thut night. Mot
only had we had no food but Uncle Henry hadn't seen his famlly for over o
yeare There was cause to celebratel

When we reached Susanville the train divided, the Patterson train
going north and the Fulkerson train, including the Griders, (remerber, I
was a Grider then) going south to Santa Rosase

The Pabttersons settled in Tehamo County near Red Bluff.

The other branch of the famlly went to Uncle Dick and Aunt Sally
Fulkerson's place in Rincon Valley, east of Santa Rosa. They had a big
twe-gtory house, a big vineyard, a wine cellar full of wine, (nnd maybe
you thinlk they dldn't drink 1tl) and a room fu'l of water melons go large
I couldn't 1ift one. I was 81x yeanrs oldes They had all lkinds of fruit
and .vegetables and it looked like Paradise to uss From the stories I'd
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heard of Callforniam I expected to find gold in the streots and all tho
trees snd the country red becauso of the 'redwoods'! I'd heard them talking

abouta

) I went to school there and I remanber our teacher's name was Fontze
He was studylng to bo a doctor and during rcecess he'd sleep nnd all of us
would go cleoar off from the school and keep quiet snd he'd often al eep

oveb tinee.

We llved in a place called 'The Hawkins Place!'! and my brother
Harry was born there,

Some of‘the names of people In that nelghborhood were:
Mary and Vade Lambert, twins; Wilkinson; 01d Man Docker and Lou Blrche

Some of the famlllog in the comblned trains were! Greeves; Mclutt;
Uncle Sam Grider, Pa's younger brother; Joe Luater; CGeorge Morris (he
was a teacher and taught me to read on the plaing) ;3 the Pattersons-
Joshua snd Grizzy-Ann whose children were James, Loule, Tommy, Billy,
and Nancy. $11ly died of tuberculosis snd six weelks later Nancy died,
There were (oorge Merritt and wife 3ally, nnd thelr children: Frenl,
John, Joe, George, Mary, Tom and Ann., Stufflebenn {(can't recnll his
first name) and his wife Rachel with thelr children: Johmny, Annle,
Kf;Z and Jimmle. Arnle stood up with me when I wos married. There wero
Turner Wallace; Henry Grider and vwife Sarah with thir sons Dode, Elmer,
and Newte v , A, ,,x.,él-)_. . . .
et : ‘. ey
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\ Y ﬂﬂ.and I ore the only two, as far as we know, who are still living &f all
>**& thoge who crossed the plnins when we did. (Mary died in 1954) Scem ..
h . b 1o
f“ We spent about three years in Rincon Valley on Santa Rosa Creek, then

6

moved to Kelseyville. Two or three years later when I was slxteen we went
to Red Bluff. There I renewed my acgualntanco with Louie Patterson nnd we

were marrled and started ralsing Californions",

-t - - - - - - o i -

Uncle Henry CGrider 's father came from Holland. Dres Fullkterson wasg
the father of hie wife Sarah. Henry Grilder dled about 1873, Thelr

§K~>C-monsz Dode, Elmer, Howte.
James R. Grider, Janey Patterson's father dled in Freho 1910,

Sem  Sam EBrider went bnck to Iowa nd r&ised a family,

John Grilder diled in California 1900,

Loulsisna amanda (Willinms) wife of James Re Grlder. Chilldren: 0.C,,
Janey, larry, Charlie, Jim. Loulsiana Crider, mother of Jancy
Patterson, mniden name Williams. ler great grandfather lived to be 104,
Known to the Clari famlly as Grandma Grider.

Joshua Patterson und wife Grizzy-Ann Cates parents of Loule Patterson,
vho married Janey ~ bothcogse.. the plains ag children. Other
Pattersons, brothers and sister to Loules Sally, Jane, Catherino,
Rachel, James, William, Tom. (This Jamesa known ns J.N. Patterson

a settlar vho Aannmnaad +lha Sacitticmccee P m2 s - .- -
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Loule and Joney Patterson's children: May, Ho‘raoe, fialter, Harry, Hon

* Yoy Pasterson marrled udley Howell Clark, Thelr children! Maxine,
Hazen, Lelghton (Hap), and Jeneys

# Naxine Clark marrdod John Iylery Thelr children Debltt, Lilllan, Ja
Jang Clark marrled Charles Couchot, Thelr child: Renee Jeanne Couchot

fenee fouchot married Nathen Rarl Scott, Thelr children: Linde, lHathe
Oary, Pamdla,

Hazen and Lelghton Clark no kmown cescendants,

#Delilbt Tyler killed 1943 vhile womber of the armed forces,
Lillan Tyler warrded BiLl Mauel, Chlldren: Willlam (Hank) Meuel rnd
Dudley Clark Mavel,

Jacqueline Tyler's childrent Penelope Ann Rarrington, Tirwy Rarrington
Wichael (Mike) Harrington, w:nd Patrick Mendosa,

~ The End
2016 Officers
President;Deb Barker, Region 9 IGS Representative
Vice President— Danna Johnson
Secretary—Sue Spilman

Treasurer—Vicki Houk



Friends of
Bloomfield
Public

Library

' : The constant fund raising
® and awareness for the
l l expansion of the Carne-
O()m 1e gie Library, may finally be

in the last stages before
becoming a reality. Many
community members are
seeing this come togeth-
er. Grants monies are

FUND THE FUTURE

now being added to the

Grou nd Breaking seed monies invested by

many.

Your continued Donations are appreciated

With the addition of Grant funding, the ground may very well
be ready for a ribbon cutting and a shovel, this very 2016!
The Carnegie library was added to the National Register of
Historic Places. The community continues to ensure that the
future generations of Davis County and Bloomfield have a li-
brary, just like generations past. Many a memory has been
made in this building which houses an environment of safety, _
learning, and small town caring. No customer is turned away. National Register of Historic Places

See You Tube Video

Visit Youtube.com and search for “Fund the Future”.

Meeting Spaces

The remodel will allow for meeting rooms available to the
public, and also include a genealogy room, if DCGS chooses
to move back.



Member-

New Members are always welcome!

shi p Did vou know you can pay vour membership dues on the WEB? Visit the societies page at http://

Numbers

Memberships
tend to decline
over each cal-
endar year as

1agenweb.org/davis’gene societhtm Plenty of Research items for sale also. Check 1t Outl

2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Membership: Newsletters, Queries & Email News & Conternt
Renewal Membership dues are $17.50 for a Calendar Year

PayPal &

renewals come Name Street Address

along, and the County City ] State Zip
interest in Ge- Phone: Email

e g Receive Newsletter via email | Receive Newsletter by Post Office Mail
Hobby comes &

goes. Do you E>

have a friend Mail to Davis County Genealogical Society, P O Box 94, Bloomfield, 1A 52537

who would like
to join? How

Surnames Researching:

about a gift

membership.

Invite them to

our meetings.

Bringing new

members also

result s in con-

nections that

may bring down

Brick Walls.

Connections that may vill
your Family Tree void. We
appreciate our members,
who can be volunteers. We
appreciate our visitors. We
appreciate and value you.

Three (3) lowa Genealogical

Societies recently gave up
as a charter group, due to
lack of members, which
means lack of funding, vol-
unteers, and Interest. They
are Montgomery, Adams &
Calhoun County Societies.

Please continue to Support
Davis County Genealogy.

Your Membership Dues

Are used to pay our annual Library rent: By having an envi-
ronment clean, dry & safe, we can preserve & archive collec-
tions currently in our Library, and those donated by members
like yourself, with the intent of sharing our research for gener-
ations to come.

Are used to pay Insurance: Safety for our volunteers, mem-
bers & Visitors is very important.

Are to pay for minor office supplies, stamps: We continue to
be one of the few Societies that create Newsletters for your
insider resources. Content is not readily public, and the sto-
ries are original in nature. See the archives by visiting here:
http://iagenweb.org/davis/newsletter_archives.htm

Are used to cover the internet monthly charge, allowing email
communications & Ancestry.com access.
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Davis County Genealogical Society

PO Box 94
Bloomfield, IA

Contact Us

For more information
about our services and
holdings

DCGS
PO Box 94
Bloomfield, IA 52537

Physical Address:
200 W Locust
dcgs@netins.net

Visit us on the web at
http://iagenweb.org/davis
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HERE



