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Friends of the Bloomfield Library 
    The library Auction was suc-

cessful again this year. The sales 

and donations totaled to over 

$7600. OPN Architect, Terry 

Gebard has attended the Library 

Board meetings, and is sharing 

design and concept drawings of 

the much awaited building of the 

ADA compliant elevator and 

restrooms. Enough funds have 

been raised to initiate the build 

of these features and supply 

enough funds to enhance the ex-

isting facility. All of us our ex-

cited, to know that this is finally 

going to happen. A new circula-

tion desk, a meeting room, larger 

setting areas. And yes, new car-

pet, curtains or furniture. Lets 

continue to help the  Friends of 

the Bloomfield Public Library. 
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Time for thinking about taking on 
a cemetery project this summer, 
getting outdoors and making use 
of the sunshine, although Iowa 
has been a whole lot of rain, we 
must count our blessings that 

there has been no flooding.  

Note that the Bloomfield Public 
Library hours are changing, and 
that means just a small change 
for us on Saturdays. With more 
changes around the corner, we 
may very well be in need of vol-
unteers and manpower to not 
only keep the genealogy room 
open, but keep the booth 

manned at the Fair in July. 

Looks as if we will need to con-
tinue to work through our hold-
ings and select what is essential 
and what if any things can be 
stored or disposed of going for-
ward into the Library remodel. 
Genealogy Shelf space will need 
to be prioritized going forward as 
the Library begins to look past 

their Design phase and begin to 

enlarge and expand.  

Exciting summer plans? Be sure 
to attend our monthly meetings 
and share your destinations and 
finds. We enjoy the round table 
and comrade of the   Genealogy 
topic.  We’re not all business, 
and we’re a fun bunch. Our 
members can assist with any 
brick wall, remember when, and 
sometimes remember why. 
Funny, come and have some 
fun. We need volunteers, we 
have  projects and tasks, and 
don’t forget the Used Library 
Book Sale, July 9th to the 23rd, 
located at the Extention Building 
basement, 402 E North St, 
hosted by the Friends of the 

Bloomfield Public Library! 

 

 

~ Deb Barker 

       2011 Meetings 

July 14 because of the Fair 

August 18 

September  15 

October 20 

7 PM at the  

Bloomfield Public Library 

Hours of Operation 

 Tue,  Wed, Thurs, Fri 

1—4 PM 

Saturday 9A-Noon 

 

NEW PBL HOURS 

Bloomfield Public Library Hours  

Weekdays Open 11A—5:30P 

Saturday 9 AM—Noon 

Closed  Sunday, & Monday 



 From Zanesville, Ohio; H A Wonn 

was an influential citizen of the 

Drakeville community. Mr Wonn 

was distinguished by the fact that 

he was one of the agents of the 

John Brown underground railway 

and his place was one of the sta-

tions on the mysterious road. His 

frame house being built out of na-

tive lumber, soon after coming 

here from Ohio. 

According to the Pioneer History 

of Davis County, negroes escaped 

north to freedom and were shel-

tered, protected and assisted at his 

Drakeville home while on their 

way to the next station.  Horatio 

served in the State Senate during 

the 14th thru 17th General Assem-

blies, which have been the years of 

1870-1878.  If you were to google 

Horatio A Wonn,  you would find 

mention of some of the subjects he 

was entitled to a vote, in the legis-

lature of Iowa, during those time 

frames.  

He was a man well informed on 

public questions and entertaining 

in conversations. He was a lover of 

fine stock, and was a breeder of 

Shorthorn cattle, and is believed to 

have held the first sale of pedigree 

cattle in the county. 

year, he resigned. 

    ~ 1882 History of Davis County 

 

Since the year of 1850, representa-

tives from Davis County were sent 

to the state legislature. Among 

those were Samuel Riggs, Albert K 

Duckworth, John A Drake, Abram 

H Putman. In the Fifth general as-

sembly the representatives were D 

C Greenleaf, O D Tisdale, David 

Mendenhall and Barnett Milliser, 

represented Davis County during 

the 8th G A. Others were Marvin 

Hotchkiss, Harvey Dunlavy, David 

Ferguson, F H Cary, D A Hurst, 

Col S A Moore and John M Garrett 

along with H C Traverse and Wm 

G Wilson. Since 1869 others have 

done the same, such as Samuel B 

Downing, Loyal D Hotchkiss, T J 

Prevo, F C Young, Baptist Hardy. 

 ~Pioneer History of Davis County 

  In January of 1863, was elected to 

hold a vacancy in the County Su-

pervisors, for the Soap Creek 

Township, due to the death of 

Elijah Putnam.  

During the January term of Super-

visors, H A Wonn, along with G W 

Parsons and A W Sawyers were 

appointed a committee to superin-

tend the building of a county poor 

house. In January of 1866, H A 

Wonn was authorized by the 

county to draw and expend $600 of 

the poor house fund. And again in 

September allowed to expend $375 

on repairs and expenses, which 

again in October expended $300. 

Then being appointed a committee 

to receive bids, letting the poor 

farm for 1867, to be run on the 

same plan as heretofore; and to in-

sure the buildings. In January of 

1867, H A Wonn was allowed $25 

for services as director of the Davis 

County poor farm. And in the same 

Senator Horatio A Wonn 

Davis County in the General Assembly 
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Annual  Holiday Meeting 

“The Underground Railway” 
did not advertise their 

doings because of the 

law. Although it is now 

regarded as an honor, it 

was a dangerous time. 

Rewards were offered 

for arrest and return. 

Arms were given the 

color man to defend 

himself.  

Other names associated 

in helping the runaways 

were H A Wonn, 

Hiram Padgett, George 

Elliott, James Hardy Jr, 

and their families. 

Mr Hardy told of a dis-

loyal bunch, called the 

Knights of the Golden 

Circle, that had a meet-

ing place over in the 

West part of the 

County. These knights 

were assisting the re-

bels, while their 

neighbors were  in the 

Army fighting for the 

preservation of the Un-

ion. Mr Hardy was not 

pleased that the fellows 

at home were encour-

aging the Confederates, 

when he and his 

brother soldiers were 

down South, standing 

up to be shot at and 

braving disease and all 

the dangers of war. 

It should be remem-

bered that many of the 

pioneers of Davis 

County came from 

slave states and no 

doubt believed in slavery 

as being ordained of God 

and Endorsed by the Bi-

ble, and their Religion. 

Iowa was a free-soil ter-

ritory and the majority 

supported the Union and 

fought for it. 

 

  ~ Pioneer History of 

Davis County 

 

Iowa had many stations 

on the underground rail-

road, an organization of 

men and women, many 

of them Quakers, who 

actively assisted runaway 

slaves to reach Canada 

and freedom.  

Many of these stations 

still stand. In bars, 

houses, and cellers, de-

voted men and women 

found a few hours of se-

curity and rest for the 

fleeing slaves. One of the 

best know stations is Sa-

lem's Lewelling House in 

Henry County. Its settlers 

were predominantly 

Quakers who at the risk 

of their own lives and 

property befriended 

slaves. Armed Missouri-

ans with baying blood-

hounds often rode close 

behind escaping slaves. 

Irate slave owners threat-

ened to shoot or hang 

those helping the slaves 

and/or burn their build-

ings.  

One of the pre Civil 

War routes of the Un-

derground Railroad 

was said to of crossed 

this county. The sta-

tions along the way 

were homes where the 

fugitives would hide 

and get fed. It was a 

violation of law to as-

sist these colored men 

with their freedom. 

Squire Wonn, later 

known as Senator 

Wonn, kept open 

house for the negroes 

and carted them on 

North towards Can-

ada. When  Senator 

Wonn passed away, 

the State Register said 

of him: “He was one 

of the original agents 

of John Brown’s Un-

derground Railroads 

and helped many 

slaves toward the 

North Pole.”  

Perhaps the persons 

are all dead, who 

could locate the route 

and stations in Davis 

County and name the 

families who opened 

their homes to these 

frightened fugitives. 

Peace to their ashes 

and all honor to the 

station agents and 

conductors! 

During this time a 

number of men around 

Drakeville were inter-

ested employees. They 
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In Tabor, John Brown 

drilled his followers for 

the fighting ahead and 

stored arms and ammuni-

tion. To Tabor came the 

sick and wounded from 

his Kansas battles. 

Brown himself sought 

the peace and quiet of 

Iowa firesides to rest and 

brood and talk with his 

friends.  

The old stone Lewelling 

House still stands in Sa-

lem and is open to the 

public. In its kitchen, fur-

nished as in Civil War 

days, the stone steps into 

the cellar which slaves 

followed to their hiding 

place may be seen.   

 

~ The Iowa Official Reg-

ister 
  * 
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In the matter of the 

Estate of H A Wonn 

Deceased  } Application by widow for allowance 

To the Court: 

  Your petition says that she is the widow of H A Wonn deceased, that he died July 21st 

1888; that he left real estate about 310 acres worth about $6000 mortgaged to the amount 

of $3000; that there are claims against said estate to the amount of about $2700; that the 

personal estate is worth about $1200; that she has no children under 15 years of age; that 

she has not had any allowance made to his for her support and she has no means or estate 

of her own except some stock set off of his as exempt in his hands as widow, and she asks 

that court to allow her the sum of three hundred dollars for her support for one year from 

the death of her husband. ~Signed Sarah E Wonn 

  Subscribed and Sworn to by Sarah E Wonn before me this February 13th, 1889  

  Witness my hand and seal notorized, D H Payne, Notary Public 
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Photo on left ~ Horatio Adam Wonn;   a 
Tin Type,  provided by Patricia J Smith 
Swab. Photo is said to be the same 
picture that hangs in the Iowa State  

Historical & the State Capital Buildings.  

WONN, H.A.  

1824 TO 7-21-1888  

SARAH E.  

1828 TO 9-2-1911  

IOOF CEMETERY  

BLOOMFIELD 

LOT 314 

Back of 
Stone 
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Patricia J. Swab, 84, died Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008, after a short illness. She was buried in a pri-

vate service at the IOOF Cemetery in Bloomfield. Her obituary, as published by the Gazette Online, 
listed only friends as survivors. Her husband, parents and a sister, Margaret Ellen Smith, preceded 

her in death. The rest of the obituary follows: “Patricia was born Aug. 31, 1924, in Bloomfield, Iowa, 
the daughter of George Weston Smith Jr. and LaRue Anderson Smith. She married George 
Lewis Swab on June 19, 1954, in Cedar Rapids. She graduated in 1942 from Bloomfield High 
School, where she was active in vocal and instrumental music groups. “She played her first instru-

mental solo for her classmates when she was in the third grade. Patricia continued performing on 
her trumpet until graduation from Grinnell College.  “In 1945-1946, she taught vocal and instrumental 
music in the Seymour, Iowa, elementary and secondary public schools. She graduated from Grinnell 
College in 1947 with a major in English and a minor in music. In 1953 she earned an M.A. degree in 
speech at the University of Iowa. She also did graduate study at Northwestern University and Indi-
ana University. “Patricia taught speech, dramatics, forensics and English at McKinley High School in 
Cedar Rapids. She continued at McKinley when it became a junior high school. For three years, she 
taught speech half days at Harding and McKinley. She taught in Cedar Rapids for 26 years.  “Later 
she became a publications editor at Rockwell Collins in Cedar Rapids where she was employed for 
15 years.  “She was curriculum chairman of the Iowa Communication Association, member of the 
Speech Association of America and the American Educational Theatre Association. She was a life 
member of International Training in Communication in which she held all offices at the club and Iowa 
area levels and was listed in Who’s Who of American Women.  “She was a former member of Zonta 
Service Club and American Association of Women. She had been good citizen cochairman for the 
Ashley Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution. She was a member of the Five Star 
Chapter of American Business Women of America, Cedar Rapids Camera Club and the Iowa Moun-
taineers of Iowa City.  “She was a member of Chapter 11 of PEO, Ashley Chapter of DAR, Eu’cha-

rest Temple No. 68 of Daughters of the Nile and a member of First Presbyterian Church. ~   
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