
Lewis Friesner  
  

 
Sometime after 1860 Lewis headed west from Coles Co., IL.  Lewis is still in Coles County in 1860.  We 
are unable to find him in the 1870 census.  In 1880 Lewis was living next door to his brother, Levi in 
Labette Co., KS.  Sometime between 1880 and 1900, he moved to Calhoun Co., IA which is right next 
door to Sac Co., IA where Henry had been living since before 1870.  The two families must have 
interacted a good amount as Henry’s son, Andrew, was married to Matilda Cleveland at his Uncle Lewis’ 
home. 
 

 

  Lewis
1
 FRIESNER, son of Jacob FRIESNER and Mary WEAL, was born in Liberty Twp., Fairfield Co., OH 

1 July 1838.1  Lewis died 21 January 1915 in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA, at 76 years of age.2  His body was 

interred 22 January 1915 in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA.3  He died of Arterioal sclerosis and Cerebral 

hemorrhage. 

 

 He married Mary REEMER in Coles Co., IL, 28 August 1858.4  Mary was born in Coles Co., IL 14 August 

1840.5  Mary was the daughter of Nathaniel REEMER and Mary DAUGHETTE.  Mary died 18 February 1925 in 

Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA, at 84 years of age.6  Her body was interred 20 February 1925 in Calhoun Co., IA.7  

She died of general debility  

 

 .  

 

      Lewis FRIESNER and Mary REEMER had the following family:  

 
      1. Edmund2 FRIESNER8 was born in IL November 1859.  Edmund is deceased.9  

      2. Charles Luther FRIESNER was born in Charleston, Coles Co., IL 29 June 1861.10  Charles died 4 February 

1948 in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA, at 86 years of age.11  He married Evangeline POOLER in 

Calhoun Co., IA, 30 March 1925.  Evangeline was born in Allamakee Co., IA 6 November 1875.12  

Evangeline was the daughter of Hiram POOLER and Mary PRIOR.  Evangeline died 28 January 

1959 in Calhoun Co., IA, at 83 years of age.13  

    +  3. Mary Ellen FRIESNER was born 22 March 1864.  

    +  4. Edward FRIESNER was born 13 September 1865.  

                                                 
1. Lewis (Louis) Friesner; No. WO 1135483; Approved Pension Application; National Archives, Washington, DC. (hereafter cited as Lewis 

Friesner, Pension File); and Obituary of Louis Friesner, Rockwell City Advocate, Rockwell City, IA  (28 January 1915), Obit says he was born in 
1836. Pension papers say 1838. (hereafter cited as Lewis Friesner obit, Rockwell City Advocate). 

2. Lewis Friesner, Death Certificate Health Records Death Book 1915, pg. 6, Calhoun County Courthouse, Rockwell City, IA (hereafter cited as 

Lewis Friesner, Death Certificate); and Lewis Friesner obit, Rockwell City Advocate. 
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5. Mary Friesner obit, Rockwell City Advocate. 
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7. Mary Friesner obit, Rockwell City Advocate. 

8. Edmund Friesner, 1860 US Census, Population Schedule, Coles County, IL, Pg. no. 231, dwelling no. 1597, line 22,  (www.ancestry.com, 

(hereafter cited as Edmond Friesner, 1860); and Lewis Friesner, 1900 US Census, Population Schedule, Elm Grove Twp., Calhoun Co., IA, pg. 

68A, dwelling 161, family 162, line 27,  (www.ancestry.com, (hereafter cited as Lewis Friesner, 1900 US Census). 1900 Census says Mary had 
had 6 children with 5 still living.   

9. died youong  

10. Lewis Friesner, Pension File; and Obituary of C. Friesner, Rockwell City Advocate, Rockwell City, IA  (12 February 1948), (hereafter cited as 
Charles Friesner obit., Rockwell City Advocate). 

11. Charles Friesner obit., Rockwell City Advocate; and Charles Luther Friesner, Death Certificate Death Record Book 5, Calhoun County 
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Evangeline Friesner, Death Record). 



      5. Ann M. FRIESNER was born in Linn Co., MO 7 June 1867.14  Ann died 1966 at 99 years of age.  She 

married John SOEDT in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA, 20 April 1896.  John was born in Holstein, 

Germany.  John is the son of Henry SOEDT.  

      6. William Henry FRIESNER was born in Labette Co. KS 10 November 1872.15  William died 17 August 1950 

in Ft. Dodge, Webster Co., IA, at 77 years of age.16  He married Harriet CHESTNUTWOOD 1908.  

Harriet died 11 February 1938 in Lavinia, Calhoun Co., IA.17  

 

 

 
This is Lewis’ Civil War Pension Card.    

                                                 
14. Lewis Friesner, Pension File. 

15. Ibid.; and Obituary of William Henry Friesner, Rockwell City Advocate, Rockwell City, IA  (24 August 1950), (hereafter cited as William 
Friesner obit, Rockwell City Advocate). 

16. William Friesner obit, Rockwell City Advocate. 

17. Obituary of Mrs. William Friesner, Rockwell City Advocate, Rockwell City, IA  (17 February 1938), (hereafter cited as Harriet Frisner obit, 
Rockwell City Advocate). 



 

Mary Ellen Friesner 

 
  

  Mary Ellen
2
 FRIESNER (Lewis

1
)18 was born in Coles Co., IL 22 March 1864.19  Mary died 3 June 1926 at 62 

years of age.  Her body was interred 6 June 1926 in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA.   

 

 She married twice.  She married Richard Milton REESE in Calhoun Co., IA, 16 July 1892.20  Richard was 

born 1866.  Richard was the son of Elijah REESE and Anna THOMAS.  She married Fred COATS in Black 

Hawk Co., IA, 16 September 1918.21  

 

      Mary Ellen FRIESNER and Richard Milton REESE had the following family:  

 
    +  1. Walter3 REESE was born 1 July 1893.  

    +  2. Nellie Mae REESE was born 13 February 1896.  

    

 

 

Walter Reese 

 

 Walter
3
 REESE (Mary Ellen

2
 FRIESNER, Lewis

1
) was born in IA 1 July 1893.22   

 

 We do not know who Walter married.  His World War One Draft Registration card shows that he was married 

with two children..  

 
        

Nellie Mae Reese 

 

 Nellie Mae
3
 REESE (Mary Ellen

2
 FRIESNER, Lewis

1
)23 was born in Dallas Co., IA 13 February 1896.24  

Nellie died 7 July 1970 in Eldon, Miller Co., MO, at 74 years of age.25  Her body was interred 10 July 1970 in 

Eldon, Miller Co., MO.   

 

 She married twice.  She married Charles Homer FOOTE in Fayette Co., IA, 3 July 1912.  Charles was born 

in Fayette Co., IA 17 August 1891.  Charles was the son of Abram FOOTE and Carrie MORRISON.  Charles died 

14 January 1943 in Waterloo, Black Hawk Co., IA, at 51 years of age.  She married Edgar Louis FRIESNER in 

Dallas Co., IA, 14 December 1923.  Edgar was born in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA 7 January 1893.26  Edgar 27 

was the son of Edward FRIESNER and Virginia Caroline SHARP Rodgers.  Edgar died 10 July 1959 in Eldon, 

Miller Co., MO, at 66 years of age.  His body was interred 11 July 1959 in Eldon, Miller Co., MO.  

 

                                                 
18. Mary Ellen was buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Rockwell City, IA as Mary Ellen Friesner.    

19. Lewis Friesner, Pension File. 

20. In 1900 Calhoun Co., IA Federal Census she is listed as Ellen Reese, widow.  She and her 2 children are living with her father and mother, 

Lewis and Mary Friesner in Calhoun Co., IA  

21. US Genweb site for Black Hawk Co., IA  

22. Walter Reese, 1900 US Census, Population Schedule, Elm Grove Twp., Calhoun Co., IA, pg. 68A, dwelling 151, family 152, line 22,  
(www.ancestry.com, (hereafter cited as Walter Reese, 1900 US Census); and Walter Reese; No. 48, 14-1-3A; WWI Draft Regostratopms; 

www.ancestry.com (hereafter cited as Walter Reese, WWI Draft Registration). 

23. Information from Paul Foote   
24. Nellie Mae Reese, Birth Record Birth Record Book 2, pg. 49, 25 February 1896, Clerk of District Court, Dallas County Courthouse, Adel, IA 

(hereafter cited as Nellie Mae Reese, Birth Record). 

25. Obituary of Nellie Mae Friesner, Lake Sun Leader, Camdenton, MO  (10 July 1970), (hereafter cited as Nellie Mae Friesner obit, Lake Sun 
Leader). 

26. Edgar Friesner, Birth Record Birth Record Book 2, pg. 66, no. 2164, Calhoun County Courthouse, Rockwell City, IA (hereafter cited as 

Edgar Friesner, Birth Record). 
27. Iowa Cook US Army WW1    



      Nellie Mae REESE and Charles Homer FOOTE had the following family:  

 
      1. William George4 FOOTE was born in Fayette Co., IA 19 February 1914.  William died 26 January 1977 in 

Harpers Ferry, IA, at 62 years of age.  He married Norma Louise BRUNSCHEON in Waterloo, 

Black Hawk Co., IA, 25 December 1933.  Norma was born in Bremer Co., IA 23 July 1916.  Norma 

is the daughter of August BRUNSCHEON and Katherine BOESEN.  

      2. George Perry FOOTE28 was born 12 January 1919.  George died 7 December 1941 in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 

at 22 years of age.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nellie Friesner in 1970 

 
Nellie Mae Friesner’s obituary 

From the Lake Sun in Camdenton, MO 

 

 

 

Edward Friesner 
 

 

                                                 
28. Went down with the U.S.S.Oklahoma in Pearl Harbor, HI on 7 December 1941. His remains were never found.    



  Edward
2
 FRIESNER (Lewis

1
) was born in Coles Co., IL 13 September 1865.29  Edward died aft. 1925 in 

Marshaltown, Marshall Co., IA.30   

 

 He married Virginia Caroline SHARP Rodgers 1889.31  Virginia was born in IL 11 July 1863.  (Additional 

notes for Virginia Caroline SHARP Rodgers 32)  Virginia died 2 November 1920 in Dallas Co., IA, at 57 years of 

age.33  

 

      Edward FRIESNER and Virginia Caroline SHARP Rodgers had the following family:  

 
    +  1. Edgar Louis3 FRIESNER was born 7 January 1893.  

 

 

Edgar Louis Friesner 

 

   Edgar Louis
3
 FRIESNER (Edward

2
, Lewis

1
)34 was born in Rockwell City, Calhoun Co., IA 7 January 1893.35  

Edgar died 10 July 1959 in Eldon, Miller Co., MO, at 66 years of age.  His body was interred 11 July 1959 in Eldon, 

Miller Co., MO.   

 

 He married Nellie Mae REESE in Dallas Co., IA, 14 December 1923.  Nellie was born in Dallas Co., IA 13 

February 1896.36  Nellie 37 was the daughter of Richard Milton REESE and Mary Ellen FRIESNER.  She married 

Charles Homer FOOTE in Fayette Co., IA, 3 July 1912.  Nellie died 7 July 1970 in Eldon, Miller Co., MO, at 74 

years of age.38  Her body was interred 10 July 1970 in Eldon, Miller Co., MO.  

 
  

    

 

 

                                                 
29. Ibid. 

30. Edward Friesner, 1925 Iowa State Census, Marshalltown, Marshall Co., IA, Iowa Soldiers Home,  (www.ancestry.com, (hereafter cited as 
Edward Friesner, 1925 Iowa State Census). 

31. Edward Friesner, 1900 US Census, Population Schedule, Walnut Twp., Dallas Co., IA, pg. 238A, sheet no., 10, dwelling 186, family no. 189, 

line no. 4,  (www.ancestry.com, internet) (hereafter cited as Edward Friesner, 1900 US Census). Census says they have been married 11 years. 
32. Maiden name taken from marriage of son. Body was sent to Welch, OK for burial. Informant was son Edgar.    

33. Taken from death records for Dallas Co., IA. Do not have book and page. 

34. Iowa Cook US Army WW1    
35. Ibid. 

36. Nellie Mae Reese, Birth Record. 

37. Information from Paul Foote   
38. Nellie Mae Friesner obit, Lake Sun Leader. 



 
 

 John and Annie Soedt never had any children.  As Annie got older and could not live by herself, she went 

to live with Nellie and Edgar Friesner.  After Nellie could no longer take care of her, the court appointed the 

Savages as her guardian and she lived with them until her death. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Charles L Friesner and Eva Pooler Marriage Record 

 

 
The Charles L. and Eva Friesner obituaries in the Rockwell City Advocate. 

 Charles was 63 years old when he was married for the first time to Eva Pooler.  She was a housekeeper for 

Charles and his mother and after his mother died, he married her. 

 

 

 



 
Obituaries of William and Harriet Friesner 

They never had any children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Lewis Friesner’s Death Certificate 

 
Mary Friesner’s Death Certificate 

 



            
 

Lewis and Mary Friesner’s obituaries 

Rockwell City Advocate, Rockwell City, IA 

 

Mary Friesner’s obituary reads as follows: 

 

The Rockwell City Advocate, 26 February 1925, page 1, column 6. 

 

Mary Friesner died Wednesday, February 18. 

 

Mrs. Mary Friesner died at her home west of Rockwell City last Wednesday night, February 18, at the age of 84 

years.  Death came after many years of suffering from various ailments. 

 

Funeral services were held from the Methodist Church in Rockwell City Friday afternoon.  Interment is at Rose Hill 

Cemetery. 

 

Mary Rimer was born at Charleston, Illinois, August 14, 1840.  She was married to Louis Friesner in 1857, settling 

in Coles county, Illinois.  To the union were born seven children, one daughter and one son dying in infancy.  Mrs. 

Friesner is survived by five children:  Mrs. Ellen Coats of Waterloo, Mrs. Annie Soedt of Lake City, Edward 

Friesner of Marshalltown, Charley and William Friesner of Rockwell City.  The husband died 10 years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Lewis Friesner’s funeral card 

 
 


