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LORRAINE T. WASHBURN.

v : ey A - * r " . 0 o861
Private Co. I, Third lowa infaniry; enlisted at V\aterli)o Z\Izs} 20, 1861;
‘wounded In action at Blue Mills Landing, Me., Sept. 17, 1861, and died

the foillowing day.

‘came to Waterloo with his family in 1856 or
residence from which young Washburn
morning of ‘61, never to return is now known as

west, :
In Desperate Batile.

" Lorraine T. Washburn left Water-
loo with the first enlistment of men
swho- were members of Co. I.  The in-
¢idents surrounding their departure
gre described in another articie in
this issue. It was with high hopes
fhat this young man, a mere boy, said
good by to loved ones, little dreaming
thai his life would be the first among
the Waterloo volunteers to he shed
that hi=s counfry might live, He re-
ceived his mortal wounds in the bat-
tle of Blue Mills, Mo., on Sept. 17,
1561, a litle more than four months
#fter he left his home. This was
2 bloody engagement, the official rec-
ards showing that out of Co, I, Third
Tegiment, Jowa infantry volunteers,
fhree men were killed and twenty-five
were wonnded. The killed and
- =rounded in Co. I consiituted one-
Jourth of the loss of the entire regi-
sment in this battle.  The company
mwas commanded by the gallant Capt.
AT, M. Trumbull, who afterwards he-
‘eame lieutenant aolonel of ithe regi-
“ment, then colonel of the Ninth lowa
‘favalry, and subsequently rose to ile
¥ank of brevet brigadier general of
avolunteers.
" From the “Roster of Towa Sol-
diers” the following facts concerning
_Ihe batile of Blue Mills are gleanaed:
i On-June 8 to 1€, 1861, ihe ien
icompanies eomposing the Third JTowa
nfantry volunieers were mustered in
he United States service for three
E‘eara at Keokuk. On June 27 they
lembarked on steamboats down the
Mississippi river for Hamnibal, Mo.,
iand thence tramsported Dy rall to
Hitica, Mo. During the summer they
't'ook part in the operations against
fthe rebel generals, Thomas THarris
tand Martin Green, and encamped
ipear the towns of Parls and Kirks-
fville, Mo. They sustained slight
Josses in contact witk the enemy at

3

gHager’s Woods, Mounroe, Shelbina
fand Florida, Mo. About the middle
fof September 500 troops of 1ihe

fThird. ipcluding Co. T, in command of
{Col. John Scott. procesded west of
Carmgeron, Mo.. which led to the bat-
ftle of Blue Mills Landing on Sept.
i1%7. The Third suffered severely in
‘ithis engagemeni, and of less than
{600 men engaged 96 were killed or
iwounded. The enemy fought on the
!defensive and had the advantuge of
iposition.  The following day  the
idead were buried with military hon-
tors. the wounded, who were able to
‘hear the journev, were taken to Cam-
“eron, while the most seversly wound-
ed, including Lorraine Washburn,
Hrere left at Liberty. :
% The toial enrollment of the Third
tinfantry was 1,109 .men, of whom,
;during the war, 76 were killed and
1370 wounded, of whem 30 later died
-tof their wounds and 109 died of dis-
‘ease,
v List of Co. I's Casualtics.
" From Col. G. W. Croslev of ihe ad-
iJutant geperal’s office, Tres Moines,
jthe following lists of %killed gand
jwounded in the battle of Blue Milis
"have been procured:
' Killed,

Hiram G. W. Bedel, Marble Rock.

Benjamin F. Darland, Marble
i Rock.
" Thomas b Mix, Clarksviile.

. Wounded.

- Charles E. Baleom, Waterloo.
James Buel, Clarksville,
Williarn Burdick, Clarksville.
Lerox A. Carter, Osage.

. Richard C. Dolph, Vinton.
Peter 8. Dorlan, Waterloo.
Daniel W. Foote, Waterloo.
David Forney, Mitchell.
Wonlsey Hawis, Marble Rock.
Isaac M. Henderson, Shell Rock.
Llent. Jno. P. Knight, Mitchell,
WiMlis H. Merifleld, Clarksville.
William I. Peppers, La Porte,
T.ewls . Powers, St. Charles.

Private Wasburn was a son of Levi Washburn, who
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forth
No.

The original family
on that =~~~ June
173, Third street

went

George H. Smalley, Mitchell.
George W. Stocks, Syracuse.
Samuel Trowbridge, Clarksville.
Joseph Vybhoraey, Mitchell.
Thomas B. Walley, Vinton.

Asa H. Warner, Clarksville.
Lorraine T. Washburn, Waterloo,
(Died of wounds Sept. 18, 1861).
James B. White, Vinoton.

Alfred M. Wilcox, Shell Rock. .
Col, Crosley was first lientenant of
Co. E, 3rd Iowa Inf.. at the time of
the batile of Blue Mills and, with his
company, participated in the battle.
He was subsequently promoted to
major, and was later made hrevet
lHentenant colonel and colonel of the
regiment.

Private -“Washburn’s Injury,
Private Lorraine T. Washburn was
wounded in the leg on Sept. 17, t}ae
day of the bloody battle, and died tae
next day z5 a resulf of his injuries.

:He was but 20 vears old, and a fine-

appearing boy, His father, Levi
Washburn, was a school teacher and
lies buried in the old Waterloo cem-
etery, scuth of town. Lorraine’s
stepmother, Mrs. Catherine “‘Wash-
burm, lives at 1951 Mulberry street.
A mephew, Harry “Washburn, and
niece, 3Mrs. J. F. Barron, reside at
1621 Jefferson street. Lorraine was
a native of Vermont.

PETER S. DORLAXN,

Wounded Soldier Brought

Home.

First

In the list of wounded in the battle
of Biue Mills was P. 8. Dorlan, now
deceased, and for many vears a weil
known and highly honored citizen of
Waterigo. He was the first soldier
brought back from the front, wound-
ed. His grrival on a cot, emaciated
and pale. created a great stir in the
town. Lovalty for the union receiv-
ed a new Dlaptism, and while sym-
paiky for the wounded and suffering
were in every heart, there was a re-
newed purpose to prosecute the war
to a sucecessful finish. Mr. Dorlan’s
coming was the signal for a- general
holiday, and the streets were thong-
ed with all classes. A meeting was
held and speeches and music enliven-
ed the oceasion.  Those who were in
Waterioo at the time wil] never for-
get the public ado made over this
suffering soldier.

Offteial Report of the Battle of Blue
Mills Landing.

Lieut, Col. John Scott, command-
Ing the Third Towa infantry, reported
the battle of Blue Mills Landing as
jollows:

Hdars. Third Regiment lowa Vol-

unteers, Liberty, Mo., Septem-
her 18, 1461,

Albert 8. Russell, Mitehel],
Ferdinand Selek. Vinton.

8ir:  In relation {0 an affair of
Yeaterday, which oceurred nemr RBlue

=S OF WAR

Mills Landing, about five mlles {rom
this place, ! have the honor to Te-
port.

Agrreeably 10 your orders I left
Cameron at 3 p. m. of the 15th inst.,
and through a heavy and bad road
made but seven mijes durlng that aft-
eérnooh. - By a very active march on
the 16th 1 reached Centreville, 10
wmiles north of Liberty, by sunset,
where the firing of cannon was dis-
tinctly heard in  the direction of
Platte City. which was surmised to be
from Colonel Smith's Sixteenth 1lil-
nols command, Had seni a messen-
ger to Colone! Smith from Halnes-
ville, and sent another from Centre-
ville, apprising him of my wmove-
ments, but got no response. On the
17th, at 2 a. m., started from Cenire-
ville to Liberty, and at daylight the
advanced guards fell in with the ene-
my's plckets, which they drove In
and closely followed. At 7 a .m. my
command arrived at Liberty, and bi-
vouacked on the hill north of and
overlooking the town. I dispatched
several scouts to examine the posi-
ilon of the enemy, but could gain no
definite information. They had passe-
ed through Liberty during,the after-
noon of the 16th to the number of
about 4,000, and taken the road to
Blue Mills Landing, and were re-
ported as having four pleces of artil-
lery. At 11 o’clock a. m. heard fir-
ing in the direction of the landing,
which was reported as a conflict be-
tween the rébels and forces disputing
their passage over the river. At 12
m. moved the command, consisting of
500 of the Third Jlowa, a squad of
German artillerists, and about 70
lhome guards, In the direction of Blue
Mills Landing. On the route learned
that a body of our scouts had fallen |
in with the enemy's pickets, and lost |
four kitled and one wounded. Be-!
fore starting dispatched courier to
Col. Smith to hasten his command.
About two miles from Liberty the ag-
vance guard drove In the enemy's
pickets. Skirmishers closely examln-
ed the dense growth through which
gur route lay, and at 3 p. m. discov-

e

that is set apart

their dust

the muffled drum

ered the enemy in force concealed on '
hoth sides of the road and occupying !
the dry bed of a slough, his left rest-
fng on the river-and the right extend-
ing bevond our observatlon. He op-|
ened a heavy fire, which drove back
our skirmishers, and . made simul-
taneous attacks upon our fromt and
right.  They were well sustained,’
and lhe retlred with loss to his posi-;
tion. In the attack on our front the
artillery suffered so severely that the
only piece, a brass six-pounder, was'
left without sufficient force to man it, ;
and was only able to have it dis-
charged twice during the action..
Some of the gunners abandoned the
piece, carrying off the matches and:
primer, and could not bHe rallied.
The enemy kept up a heavy fire
from his position, Our artillery
useless, and many of the officers gnd
men already disabled, it was deemed
advisable to fall back, which was
done slowly, returning the enemy’s
fire, and completely checking pursnit,
The six-pounder wag brought off by
hand through the galiantry of Cap-
tain Trumbull, Lieutenants Crosley
and Knight and various officers and
men of the Third Iowa after it had
heen entirely abandoned by the artil-
lerists. The ammunition wagon, be-
coming fastened between a tree and
log at the roadside in such a manner
that it could not be released without
serious loss, was abandoned.

The engagement lasted one hour
and was sustained by my command
with an intrepidity that merits my
warmest approbation.

I have to regret the losg of a num-
ber of brave officers and men, who
fell gallantly fighting at their posts.
I refer to the enclosed list of killed
and wounded as a part of this report.
The heaviest fire was suStained by
Company I, Third Iowa Volunteers,
which Jost four killed and twenty
wounded, being one-fourth of our to-
tal loss. :

Major Stone, Captains Willett and
O'Neill were severely wounded, and

also Lieutenants Hobbs, Anderson,
Tullis and Knight. The latter refus-
ed to retire from the field, being

three times wounded. and remained
with his men-until the close of the
engagement.

Among the great number who de-
serve my thanks for their gallantry

I might metion Sergt. James F.
Lakin of Company ¥, Third Jowa,
who bore thie colors, and carried

them into the thickest of the fight
with the coolness of a veteran.

The loss of the enemy cannot he
certain, but from acconnts deemed to
be reliable is not less than 160, many
of whom were killed. Tis total force
was about 4,400. Your obedient ger-
vant, JOHN SCOTT,
Lieutenant Colonel Third lowa Vol-

unteers.

8. D. Sturgis, Brigadier General,
T. 5. Army.

CHURCH OFFICER OF
ILLINOIS INDICTED

Sprivgfield, IH., May 28.—Senaior-
D. W. Holtslaw of Iuka, Marion coun-
ty, was indicted by the Sangamon
county grand jury yesterday after-
noon on a charge of perjury in con-
nection with its investigation of the
$19,000 purchase of desks and chairs
for the senate and house chambers.
More indictments will be returned to-
day. One of these true bills will
charge bribery.

The senator keenly feels the dis-
grace hecause he was on his way
home from Baltimore, where he at-
tended a conference of the Baptists
of the south half of the United
States. He was one of the three dele-
gates from Illinois and iz an officer
of the Baptist Church in his home
town.

PARKERSBURG
TC CELEBRATE 4TH

Parkersburg, May 28.—(Special.)
—A large ceiebration is advertised
for Parkersburg on July 4th. The
crowning feature is 10 be a ten mile
alto race. A large purse has heen
ralsed by the merchants, amounting
to $1,000.00 to carry out the celebra-
tion, and thiz amount shounid insure
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dews . of dawn,

the soldiers gone.

For hushes on hill,
thelr places be;

the peace of God.

i s

“And this day shall be unto you for a memorial."—Exndﬁi‘;xii,ji",.._
The day that s meant for silence; the day

To show all the love and honor that throb,

'~ in the natfon’s heart; " 2

To show that we still hold
hope, and thetr faith and trust,

By placing the tender tribute of roses ab

. The day that is meant for quiet, except that

Shall thrum to the whispersed fifing tha
. tells when the marchers come, : o
Except that the soft-voiced bugle shal
sing of the growing gops
in the ranks of the living comrades—that .
- lullahy low of “Taps.”

The day that is meant for silence; a da
that s meant for thought, '
The flag as a sign and symbol of all that
these dead have wrought; '
And roses and waxen lilies, a-drip with

To gleam in the silent places where alumbé_r" &

This day—it {3 meant for stiliness, for still
ness on land or sea, ’ '

For some rest below the bﬂic:ws and some
sleep beneatl the sod, o ;
But all have a country's honor, and all have -

{Coprright, 1%02, by W.&. Lhapman.)

sacred ‘heir:

ove - -
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in vallsy—wheraveyr
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DAYS OF 1061

MANY OLD RESIDENTS REMEM-

BER STREXNUOQUS TIMES.

Mrs. H. D. Williams Tells of Drills

and Army Maneuvers.

On every recurrent Memorial Day,
persons still living who experienced
the thrill of ante and post pellum
days, recollect the trying and stren-
uous times of 1861-1865 that called
for the best men in the nation, either
on one slde or the other. With the
.approach of Memorial Day, several of
the oider residents of the city recall
gsome of the incidents of the early war
time.

In 18671 Waterloo was but a village.
The neighboring city of Cedar Falls
was much larger than this city. When
the first rounds of ammunition had
been fired at old Fort Sumpter, the
reverberations were caught up in
every part of the  nation. Enthus-
iasm, augmenied by realization of
duty. was tired and men in every walk
of life ghouldering the rifle or musket
marched away to do battie for their
country,

Several Waterlooans Enlist.

Although there was no recruiting
station in TWaterfoo. vet many made
application for enlistment in the army,
(3. A. Eberhart. later Col, Eberhnart,
took the leadership in arousing the
¢itizens {0 their duty and was largely
instrumental in organizing the Third
regiment, with Col. Trumbuil of Sheli
Rock as head. JFor weeks during the
summer of 1861 many citizens of Wa-
terlee and surraunding country were
interested in enlisting and going {o the
front.

Mrs. H, D, Williams, 316 Jefferson
street, very ddistinctly remembers the
enthusigsm and stircihg addresses de-
livered by  patriotic persens and
watching many leave for the south.
Not being able to be mustered into
service here they went south, probably
to St. Louis, where they entered the
Henton Barracks, and were later dis-
patchd to the varions departments.

Street Corner Speeches.

Many an address was delivered on
the strect corners from dry goods
boxes. Latent oratory was fired and
burning enthusiasm was heated to the
point of irresistence. The old court
house that stond on the east bank of
1he river was a favorite meeting place,
also, for speechmaking.

Then squads of would-be soldiars
marched into the city and they drilled
on what was known 10T many vears as
the old “mill square,” now known as

all who attend a good time, )

the Nauman property, northwest of

commercial bodies of the eity and

Bridge street: All the army tactics
known ‘te the. leaders were gone
threugh with, ‘ - :
: Many Tonching Scenes. -
Mrs. Willlams related $ome of the
incidents of the army boys ! leaving
on what proved to be.the.last journey
to some. There was only one rail-
road through this part of the country
then, the Dubugque & Sioux City,
and only one train a&”dayéach-way.
The depot was located on what is now
Fourth street east, near where the
shop now stands and.-: the railroad
tracks are located. T ’
Many touching seenes  transpired.
Sweethearts were torn from their
prospective  brides  and‘® husbands.
Mothers watched - their szons . climb
aboard :the train that.was to.carry
them toward the land of slaughter.
Wives and little children clung eagerly
to hushands and fathers, Jfrom whase
hardened countenances dropped an
occasional tear, but with.a sigh and
shrug of those manly shoulders, they
took their departure. Many of these
never returned, while .;others . came
back hone to die, or eke outl 2 maim
ed and ‘miserable existence, :
Henry Crittenden. * a  brother . of
Mrs. Willtams, enlisted, - parficipated

in a great many of the serioug ‘en- |

vounters and returned to Waterloo-at
the clese of the war, having received
only one slight -wound, a :seratch
across the pack of one:Hand. e re-
stded here many years, and later-re-
moved to Detroit where He died a few
¥ears ago. e
'~ Returned Homie to Die.

Frederick § Waghburn was a mem-
ber_ of the Ninth Iowa. . He left dur-
ing June of 1861 and two vears later
returned home, badly injured in the
battie of Vicksburg, and died the sec-
‘'ond day after returning home. There
were two Parker brothers also from
this =section, who were shot down in
battle. ' I

WILL WORK FOR .
A SANEK FOURTH

The Tourth of July committee of
the educational and sociological de-
pariment of the Ladles' Literary So-
ciety is making plans to have [nde-
pendence Day celebrated in'a sane
ranner in Waterloo. Though no defi-
nite action has been taken as yet,
an effort will be made to secure the
co-operation of the city council, the

other organizations of a public na-
ture. The Civic department has al-
ready promised its did and it is be-
lieved that many citizens will be
glad to help along this movement.
The plan is to follow the idea il-
lustrated in Washington, D. ., in
its sane Fourth celebration a rear
ago by making the day interesting
with a parade, drills, sports and pub-
lic fireworks on the river, to divert
the minds of the children from their
usual noisy and dangerous pastimes.
The active campalgn in thiz move-

‘11861, contains the following bugle
-{call:

|- “Next Tuesday is the day declded
upon for ‘our boys' to

‘[@eld of battle. Captain M. M. Trum-
"|{bull's’ company, from Butler county,

“|this state, and his company, not be-

[ Trumbull’s company.

-leditors of the Courfer at that time,

|“GREAT EXCITEMENT

|to the citizens of Waterloo for their

‘and the Ladies’ Aid society of that
‘period formed 8 basis on which to

ES IN VATERLO®

'STORY OF HOW THE FIRST
- SOLDIERS WENT TO WAR |

" The Waterloo Courler of May 29,

“OFF TO WAR!”

_ leave their
homes in Waterloo, and march to the

has been accepted by the governor of

ing large enough, and as there was
not enough men to form a full com-
pany in Waterloo who could leave
thelr homes, and ag there were about
twenty-five or thirty in this place to
‘Show fight’ at all hazards, they
thought it policy 'to join Captain
The Butler
county guards will arrive about 3
o'clock on Monday next, and remain
in_ this place until the day following
and, of ¢ourse, our boys will go with
them,” . : '

__ Under the date of June 5, 1861, the
Courier gave the following particu-
lars of the departure of the first sol-
diers from 'this section of the state.
Willilam H. Hartman, father of the
present editor, -who.was one of ihe

accompanied -the boys as far as. Du-
huque and his impressions of the
journey were given under the follow-

ing head lines:

IN.WATER.

11

“Departure of the Volnnteers;-’l‘heir
Reception at Dubugue.”

“'Tuesday, June 4, was quite an
eventrul dny in the apnals of ocur
place. The volunteers started for their
rendezvous at Keokuk on the morn-
ing train, together with the Pioneer
Greys of Cedar Falls. .

~ “Capt. Trumbull arrived Monday
evening from Clarksville with that
portion of his company raised in Ben-
ton and Butler counties, accompanied
by a large delegation of citizens and
friends of the volunteers. Before en-
tering town Capt. Trumbull formed
his company into marching order and,
preceded by the “Waterloo band;
marched down Commercial strest to
the Sherman House (now Carpenter's
hotel} where they were received, and
the hospitalities of our place tendared
them by Elder Eberhart in a hriet,
but touching speech. Capt. Trumbull
returned the thanks of the company

kind reception, and after musie by
the -band and cheers for-the Union,
the company broke ranks to mingle
with the soldiers here and rest
after their long day's march—the
cannon in ‘the meantime-belng firéd
af regular intervals. Monday evening
3 union meeting was held at the court
house. The gathering was large and
enthusiastic, Blder Eberhart, W. M.
Newton and Capt. Trumbull were the
speakers. Their efforts were timely
and appropriate and breathed the
gpirit ot patriotism and loyalty to the
union which does honor to themselves
and justice to that government which
has held its protecting 2rm over them
while they have grown and prosper-
ed. . i

““Tuesday morning the troops were
mustered at the court house and
sworn.in by W. M. Newton, number-
ing in all 108 men. Thirty of the com-
pany were from this place. They werz
then escorted to ithe cars by the cav-
alry company, humbering about 8fty
horses. At the depot 2 large crowd
was assembled—we should say near-
ly 4,000 people, showing how wide-
spread is the sympathy of our citizens
for the good cause and the interest
they take in those who have volun-
teered to save their country in this,
her hour of trial. At the depot, while
waliting for the cars, appropriate fare-
well speeches were made by Messrs.
Curtiss and Newton. As the time ap-

{the traitors against

proached for the arrival of the trai}'l‘\r
the volunteers were around bidding
adieu to their friends and relations;
many faces became gerious and not a
few of the ladies were in tears.

“The train arrived at 10:30 &. m.,
and the troops were spon seated inf
the cars. The Pioneer Greys and jj
Cedar Falle band were abroad. After f}
music by the band, and cheering for §
the companiex, the train backed up §#
the track s short distance and came k]
by the depot under headway, the &
crowd cheering, cannon fAiring, waving {4
of handkerchiefs and hurried 'good gl
byes.” And thus Waterloo has laid her ¥
firat votive offering upon the shrine
of cur common country. Her numbers 4
are not many, but true and brave, and §
generous are they to leave a home of
comfort and pleaty to undergo the [i]
fatigues and dangers of the soldier's it
life. They. go bearing with them the it
admiration and best wishes for their )
welfare apd safety of our community.
May they prove true to the cause in:
which they have ealisted, and return k&
to us again with the laurels of the il
conqueror encircling their brows. The]
prayers of many will g0 up to theg’
Great Giver of life for them morning i
and evening, and the eyes of many
anxious watchers will be upon  all g
their movements. We can only agqd p
our voice to many, when we wish
them success, full and perfect, over

-

A1
LI

whom they are:l
golng, and a Godspeed the right. £

“We, in common with some others)
of this town, concluded to jump on Y
board the train, and accompany them ;i
to Dubuque, and are free to confessi:
that we never enjoyed a ‘ride on anl
rafl’ in a more pleasant manner than .,
on this occasion. At every stationi:
large crowds of people were zssem- ;
bled, waiting anxiously to obtain a'i
giimpse of the soldlers, and upon';
leaving the station, the Cedar Fallg i
brass band would ‘strike up' ope ofii
its best national aire. Arriving at Dy- '}
buque about 4 o’clock in the after-':
noon, our attention was attracted to!)
the Washington Guards who were.:
stationed at the depot to give the two. !
companies a friendly military recep-:?
tion, after which they were escorted'l
(headed by the Germania band) to'l
the public square for a brief but pa--4
triotic speech delivered by Judge Pol- i
lock. At the conclusion of his re-
marks, the band played a soul-stir-,
ring plece; then parading by the mili-,
tary was ‘all the go’ for at least an,
hour. In glapcing at the three com-’
panies, we observed that there were:
‘men from every walk in life—merch-.
ants, farmers, clerks, printers, law
yvers, doctors, etc.—the high, the low
the rich and the poor. We ventur
that there is.not a'man in-either com
pany but who is willing to leave
friends, home, and the. comforis o
home, and to.welcome all the priva
tions. and discomforts of camp life:
if needs be, hunger and thirat, cold
and wet, or to take the last look a
this beautiful earth, and to look to
heaven for his justificatlon, for a.}

The First To Enlist.
The recruits gained in Waterloo, as
referred to in the foregoing, were a
part of Co. I, Third infantry. Their
names shine with lustre on the pages
of their country’s history, The honor
roll is as follows:
Lieut. . A, Eberhart, Lieut. D. W.
Foote, Sergeant R. Miller, Sergeant
Henry Crittenden, Corporal Matthew
Taole, Musician Charles E. Balcomb,
and Privates Howard Bullock, A. B.:i]
Brott, George W. Collins, C. C. Col-
lins, Peter S. Dorlan, Wheaton Dutch-
er, George W. DeWolf, J. B. P. Dodd,
George E. Eberhart, George . Gar-
reii, 5. B. Gates, Peter Livingston,
Wm. L. Peppers, J. C. Stokan, 1. B.
Shaw, 8. L. Short, 5. B. Thorn, L. T.
Washburn, J. B. White and Nelson
White. :

»,
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That Black Hawk county seni ap-
proximately 1.000 soldiers to the
front in 1861-'67

Do we forget the labor of love, en-
couragement and substantial aid lav-
ishted on those soldiers and their fam-
ilies by those at home? :

Do we forget the wealth of warm
greetings showered on us at the
home coming in 18657

Not unless the record is a fraud;
but the public zeal to glve praise to
soldler and statesman for Thaving
done their duty in making the Dec-
laration of Independence more than
a pretense has usually tended to min-
imize a factor that made success pos-
sible. '

Few old soldiers failed to appreci-
‘ate the value of services rendered by
‘the loyal union ladies, whoge quiet
‘work was felt in field and hospital,

build the present organization of the
Woman's Relief corps, which for
years has been the saving grace that
‘has kept very many of the weaker
posis alive.

Of the 300 names enrolled in eom-
panies B, ¢ and D, 31st infantry,
from this connty the writer is unable
to find another than himself now Jiv-
ing in Waterloo, and out of a group
of 16 enlisting in Co. I, east of the
river at La Porte, but one is now Iiv-
ing,. ‘

The pension roll {s jong, the dead
Toll much longer.

The simple statement of facts as to
Black Hawk county’s love and care
for the old soldler is a historic mon-
ument that does her honor, and as
thelr thinnipg ranks once again are
seen on a memorial occasion wonld it
not be well to give kindly thought to{
their one last . wish, a memorial hall,
in which may be depoasited souvenirs
of that titanie struggle of which the
old hoys possess many?

We have asked this of the county,

ment will commenece immediately aft-
er Decoration Day, .

county will not do less. ’
In December, 62, while camped at 3
Helena, Ark., we were notified to ex--3
pect by express from home a hig
Christmas spread, but the drums.j
beat, fall in, and the Vicksburg cam-;
paign was on, in which we soon got;]

H

provokingly near the town, when the:
rebs cut off our supplies except salt}
pork, coffee and hard tack, which;;
soon produced sickness that dotted::
the levee for miles with our dead,:;
and as the water rose high in the”
rivers we qult loosening the earth in :
the levee for graves lest it break and
flood our eamp.

We simply dug a shallow grave @
for the daily increasing dead, wrap-
ped them in their-blankets, laid them
in the water that rose nearly to theig}j
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earth’s surface, covered them withi?
carth and dug another grave.

Vegetabies or fresh meats were not
to be obtained at any price, the hos-°
pitals overflowed, and among the
newer troops few companies could::
muster more than 15 men for duty, -
and when the remmnants of that.:
Christmas feast arrived at Vicksburg
in late February it was a tantalizing
task to sort out the little that reach--;
ed us in fair order for use.

Our friends had done their i}art B
and the rebs theirs.

We then took a hand in putting !
the other side on short rations im
which Waterloo, Cedar Falls and La’
Porte occupied front seats. One of &
the droll incidents in that disastrous i
charge on the 22nd of May, in which |
the gallant Captain Washburn of Wa-
terloo was fatally wounded, had for
its center of Interest omr own Mick- BB
ey O'Reardon, who, when Comrade’
Amburn fell, exclaiming, “I am i
wounded,” cried out, “And I'm kilt ;
tod, but be jabers I'm goin® on till I
gets orders to sthop.” Mickey re- '
cently died after passing the century -

mark. ‘.
We had one other member over 60 f
years old, who wore a wig and was !

almost toothless, one Duncan. He .

and a son of 30 were buried at Vieks- ;

assured of Waterloo, Cedar Falls and
La Porte dolng a loyal part, and (he

burg, §
A. SOUTHERLAND.




